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C kriflian Libery | 


To the JLorps Table; 


Except in cale of Excommunication and 
Suſpenſion. 
Wherein many Argumentsy Queres, Suppoſitions, 

and ObjeQions are anſwered by plain Texts, 
| and conſent of Scriptures. 
As alſo ſome Poſitions anſwered by way of a ſhort Conference: 

which the Author hath had with divers, both in 
Citie and Countrey. 


All which are proficabletoinf6rmto truth, and lawfull 
obedience to Authorite. 


By John Graunt,who beareth witneſſe to the Faith, 
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Jerem. 10. 23. 
O Lord, 1 know that the way of Mans not in bimſelfegjt is not in Man 
that walketh to direQ bu ſteps. 
1 John 2. 26. 
Theſe things have 1 written unto you concerning them which ſeduce jou. 
2 Tim. 3- 


13s 
But tevilimen and ſeducers Hg wax worſe and worſe, decerving and being » 


Fab JT to Order, 


Lon aa frag » and are to be fold at his ſhop 
1646, 
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TO THE READER. 
MAGE 4 8 Lord once aiheda queſtion of his Di- 
GR ſcipies;, Arc yee able todrink:of the 

+ Cup that-I ſhall drink of, and to be 
baptized with the Baptiſme thar 1 
am baptized with ? x the anſwer he 4- 
grees with bis ſeryants, that it ſheuld te 
ſowtith them, Mat.20.22-23. «fn 4s 


 thbwwa tbecaſe of James and John; ſoit was Peters und 


all the fatthfuls alſo, and is now, and ever was Gods (ev. 
wants caſe and condition, toſuffer with bim, as truly. as #hey 
ſhall reigne with him. For as the ſhadow followes the naturall 
body ; ſo aff(i410ns follow the Church, the cheleren of Trath, 
his myſlicall Body, eAnd as there is an univerſall daily 
proſe of this truth, ſo in particalar at Woolchurch, 
Anno 1645. for 4 modeſt and privat teſtimony of the tuo 
Witneſſes of ſound Dofrine, the teſlifier thereof was teſli- 
fied againſt with contempt aud reproach, which for the 
truths ſake be bath patienily born, not rendring evill for 
” evill, or railing for guar, | but contrariwiſe bleſſing, 
knowing that the Bord calls bis ſervants thereunto, that 
they may inberit a tlefing, eAnd notwithſtanding the 
Pariſhioners bis ſuffering, he being not thereby diſcouraged, 
went on tz diſcovery of the truth, and in oppoſitzon of the 
4 2 miſo ak; 


The Preface to the Reader, 


miſtakes , ſo that the queſitons were brought to publication 
ins ſmall ſhort Treatiſe talled, Chriſtian liberty to the 
Lords Table: againſt which authorized Traf I bave recet- 


ved divers exceptions from ſeverall friends, yea, friends, 


which doth the more take my affetion: And the ſaid excep- 
rfons under differing notions, as below are mentioned, eAll 
which, with my defenſive auſmers taegch,1 again preſent with 
open face to the world. And in condeſion, a briefe pecitall 
of ſome ſhort Diſcourſes I bave bad in my journey iu the 
Countries with ſuch as are oppoſite to the preſent gdvernment , 
eAnd becauſe ſince the time my ſmall Taper was lighted, 
there hath riſen a man of much emunency, a burning glory, 
a ſtarre of great ſhining, bolding forthwith Scriptare, Lear- 
ning and eArts, the ſubjet and matter of. my meditations, 
get the manner —_ different,and my phraſe, ſtile,and know- 
ledge like my ſelfe, low and mean, I therefore commend my 
thoughts to ſuch of my own capacity, caſting my mite tutothe 


Lords Treaſury, and thruſting in my weake and mean Sickle 


of plain workmanſhip into the Lords great harveſt , praying 
that all that read it with the ſange afſeFion that 1 write it, 
may gatn the like benefit. 


A Defence of Chriſtian Laberty.to 
; the LG Kr D.s Table, 


a3 HE firlt thing I received by way of oppeti- 
- - tion to my book, were fix Argumenes. 
| My fiſt Argumetiragainſt your Treatiſe 
(faith. my friend )) called, Chriftiaz liberty 
| ——_— Table, is this : 1 At it25 
Becauke the Scripture doth nor teſtificof 
any particular manconverred by the Sacra- 
| RIA ” WMentalone: Therefore it is a/rcaſon to me 
| to beleeve the Sacramenrdorh not converr. 
| CA D efence to your fi-ſh Argument, ©} 
Friend, by your firſt Argament you ſeem to divide b:twet nthe 
Scriptures andthe Sacrament (in theſe wards, By the Sacrament 4+ 
lane) which is a miſtaking the pointin hand: For my book 13 inti- 
tuled, Chriſtian liberty to the:Lords T able ; the Ticle thereof thew- 
ivg and preaching the quite con:rary : fortherecan bee neither 
Chriſtians ſo called, nor Sacraments foinſtituced where there is no 
Scriptures, And that this might have been under ſtood by you,con-+ 
fider the Texts of the O!d and New Teftament alledged forproofe, 
with the place, Preacher, and hearers inſtanced, at Footchwrch in 
' London, Secondly, there is vo examplethat the readiog ihe Sctip- 
| tures doe convert : ſhonld any man belexve therefore the Lord doth 
| not many times convert by reading? We have no exprelit Scrip- 
rc ture to teſtifie that Peter, Fames and Jobn, with'the reſt of the A- 
| les by-name, were qutwardly baptized; ſhall we therefore nur 
leeveit? Wedoe tior read chat the Apofiles, Erangeliftsy or 
Diſciples of Chriſt,didonee ar ever uſe the Lord: prayer,although 
hecommanded it, Lake 11.2. is jt therefore un' awful to uſe it? 
And that the Supper of the Lord is a teaching Ordinance, as it 82 
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A Defence of Cbriſtiau liberty 


conficming ardinance,weſball have many times occaſion to cleare 
in making my defence. - 
_ His ſecond Argumen!, 

I dce net read in Scripture that the Sacrament was adminiltred 
ro any Chriſtian Aſtemb) y,till ſome of that Aſſembly were begot- 
ren to God by the word of crath, which makes me belecve thar it 
was for the Saiats ſakes onely when ic was infittared and admini- 
fred ; and foto confirm and not to convert, but to commemorate 
and ſtrengch:n. ; 
My defence to your ſecond Ar gumwent, 

I doe not read in all the Scriptures that the participation of the 
Lords Supper was deniedany common beleever for want of ſpeci- 
all faith, andnor being a ſpirituall Chriſtian for alſhough God 

did in a ſpeciall ſenſe inſtirure-andordain all his ordinances for his 
els ſake for their regeneration and confirmapgon;their ſpiritual 
communion with God in Chriſty yerT afficm,” that aniong theſe 
faithſull,theourward and common Chriſtizns id in the ApoRles 
times, & may now communicate in the outward & common things 
of the word& Sacraments: for they that gladly received the word, were 
baptized,and continned in the Dorine, Sacraments and Prayer, Atls 
2:41,42. And asitwas tus art Ferwſalem , fo it was at Samariz, 
Als 8.Corinth, Epheſms,Coloſſe,andin all the Churches of the Saints. 
And therefore the outward fignes of the Sacraments were nor or- 
dained for the Saints onely, butir is with Chriſtians in our time,as 
it was witheL+r2barm and hisſeed, that is, theeleR&, in theſe words, 
Gen, 17-7. I will be thy God, and the God of thy ſeed ; but the outward 
fignes of the covenantbelonged to all his ſeed ingenerall, andto 
nz ſced of all others that came to acknowledge the truth, and be- 
leeve the Scriptures. 
Hw third Argument, 

Becauſe the right uſe of the Sacrament > qudy and alone with 
the faithfull ; they onely have ſpirituall communion with the Lord, 
in whoſe remembrance it was inſtituted, - 

Ay defence 10 your rbird Argament, 

In my defence ro your fecond Argument, the inference and con- 
ſequence thereof is,that the uſe of the Lords Supper is not for the 
Sainrs alone : for although the Saints have the bliſſe and beſt uſe of 
the Sacrament, yetnot the onely uſe. And as they have a ſpeciall 
right,as ſpiritual Chriſtians, by faith coat Chriſts fleſh, an _ 
«W309 $ 
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to the Lords T, 


bis bloud ro the confrmation 2 fo the. unzegenseare elect and 
commen Chriftians have a true right ro1he communicationaf the 
outward fign2s to theiv iator mation and: infiruſtion., the 
faithful. F-y as che Paſchal Lamb was generally to be eaten by borh 
lortzof belcevers, Exod. t 2,4 3,44. Cireameiſe ure( faich the Text) 
nd then fouk be eat thereef Þ deptgarhs Ctriſttan, and let him ex-. 
2ninc himſclteroaching the knowledge of the Lords Supper, and 
fot himeat,z Cor.11,25.,26,27,28, And heretake notice by the 
way ,that this exzmininga mans (clfe is all one with the preparati- 
ackude'y ke : _—_ —_—_— of yy the Lords 
per,and diſcerning the Lor y in knowing the meaningof 
theſignes,is ro-Jead us to repent of our fins and to repeat is tocare 
no teavenedbread ; for this is ro put oucthe letvenroutefour hon-- 
ſes, Exod.12.15. Andrhe Apoſttcs admenition to the Church of 
Cormb js in effet the lame that Hez« biab praieth for, that the pes- 
ple before they came 10 he Pafſeover, might prepare their bearts to 
ſee. God, and that rbe Lord would prrden theres that were wot Cleavſed ac- 


cvrding 20 the purification of the Santiuary, 3 Chran.30.19. For (faich 
Manaſfer, If cher ond Zhmion, bad mt cauſed themſelves , yer did 


the Church of the- Jewes are andalrhough many defe- 
Qive inboth, yet in neither R—_ And this promotes the free 

poodnefie of G b_ theunregenerate are noc reſtrai- 
ie 7 fm Cr <>. thac p48 ſucther their coverſion. 


Thacthotiord Sapprrdin i. aero HI confirm, is very 
clexre and evidern from- the Seriprures: burchar-it ſhculd bes; 
means of converfron, rhat is dubious. n 

defence to your fourth Argument, 

That which — Word doth commemorate Chriiſts death; 
thardoch a] ifie,ce:ch, and ſhevforth, or is 2 means ro atcain. 
graceevenſooften avi is communicaedwich the word, Lake 22: 
F9. F.Cor.1 r.26. And thisis arrmfvnoe dubious bur perſpicuons. | 
Por as by the eye the cutward fight doch affeRt the beare withio,or 
inwardly, Lem.z 5 t.ſodoth the cali r remembrance, as 
Devidfaith, Pſal77. 3, I remembred God, and what did it 
lead him to,or teach him-? He gives por cer ra bimſelfe. 4#d1- 
mar treabled a —————— godly forge heron 
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of defence of (briſtian liberty 


pentance? Atidupon the light ofthe bitter paſſion of our Lord, 
which was the fame death the Lords Supper hulds forth to as, ir is 
laid, Lak.23 48. And :l! the people which came together to that fight, be- 
bo!ding rhe things that were done, ſmote their breaſt1 and returned, 
W herefore beſatisficd of rhe conyerting operation of the Sacra- 
mear. And chetruth is,you confefle i: inall your Arguments,in that 
you doe acknowledge it duth commemorate and call ro mind. I 
pray conſider what $.P al writes to Timothy, 1 Tims. 4.6, Tf thow par 
the bretbrcn in remembrance of theſe things thox ſhalt be a good Miniſter of 
Jeſms { briſt So then to callto mind,or to put men in remembrance 
of che truth, 13 a part ofthe miniſtery of the Goſpel , and that rhe 
parricipationof the Sacrament doth both,our Lord and his ſervant 
reſtifies, Luke 22. 1 Cor.11.1he more fuller clearing hereof,1 refer 
ro my defence againſt the rwo Miniſters five 9weres heccafter 
wentioned. 6. 


The fifib Argument. | 
That the Word and Works of God are a means to beget grace, 
the Scriptures plentifully affirm,and chey need no «xpoſition at all; 
tor they ſpeak our the glary of him that made them, che wiſdome, 
bounty,and goodneſſe of God which leadzth ta. repentance : but 
the-Sacrament, as the Bow:in the clouds; cannot without the expo- 
fition of Scriptures ; and therefore not teaching. 
My defence to your fiftib Argument. 
You ſay God hath made his works as his word, the outward 
means to begert grace, and they need no expoſition, for they are 
made of God apparent to all, P/4.97.6. bur you fay, to is not the 
Sxcrament, Nor, ſay:I, the written Scriptures manifeſted to them 
that have chem nor : but as the Rain-bow-in the clouds ordained 
by the word of God,doth teach to the eye Gods faithfulnefle inhis 
promiſe and covenant, Gen.g.13. even ſo doe the Sacraments, which 
are hikewiſe ordained by the fame word, inform the heart by the 
eye, through ſecing Chriſts death viſibly repreſented by the ele 
ments, {o often as by the word they are conſecrated, and by belce- 


vers communicated ; and doe thereby teach, ſer forth, and declare 


God's {aithſulneſſein his promiſe and covenant made with man- 
kind in and through the death of Chrift. And Bread and Wine {a- 
cramentally are to none ſo, but to ſuch as beleeve the Scriptares. - 
Hi fixth Argument, | 

The Wordand Works which are outward means to beger grace, 
BE are 


_— . ” 
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are. made of God obvious tosll mento fee and read, toche end they 
may bee won.te repentance z but the Sacrament my not be uſed 
ro-all the world,bur onely by ſuch as beleeve Jelus' Chriſt manj-. 
feſted, which isa farcher ground to me that ic begeranoegrace,bur 


commemorates and confirms . 
My defence 10 big ſixth eArgu nent. 

This Argument is of the ſame nature with your former , and 
therefore onc- anſwer may ſerve for both: for if the bounty and 
AG wa wv be made known to Chriſtians by the Lords Sup«. 

hen by your own Argument teach Chriflians ro grace, 
ff the works of God, the whole pes ra? 7 Gtebrans 
andgoodneſſe, who thereby winor lead men to repentance, even 
that part of mankiude that have nor the Scripeures, which ſhall be 


maxe cleared hereafter. | 
' Now after |. had received theſe Arguments from a &i-nd, there 
were lent me fromtwo Miaiſters of my acquaintance, cheſe five 


uerer fdlowing. 
—_ The firſt Pucre. 


Whetber to teach gr ace and confirme gr ace batwo diſtin? things or no, 

Jr Ber RF ee AEDE Save. Sj 

In my, defence I-premiſe; tharche vifble Sacrament cannot bee 
without the audible word, and fo I ſaygthar the effe&t of both are 
diſtin in teaching to ateain grace, and the confieming and tren- 
thening.the grace a/ready wrought. | 

The ſecond 9were. | 
- tf they be two dit int things, whether then can the $aerament of the 
Lords Supper teach ſo as to work a change in the offeitions,or not # 
dy her res to your ſecond Quere. | 

Whatever God hath madeteaching; that by his blefling may 
effe& grace towhomjcteacherh ir: for rhe Word and Covenantrof 
lifeis manifeſted and declared by preaching, $1.1. z, Now the way 
of preaching that was eommirred to S, P aud, was- the! Seri 3 
” he wp _ mA the ſame covenant —_ 
and ward ce which he tanghtby the Scripeures, is raught ro 
the Gentiles whish have not the Scriptures, by rhe creatares // 25 
Row. 10,$. compared with v-18, 19,320,217. and F/a. 19, wich is 


coufelk and | inmy arguments; + 
mgm Ir beyoud - ters rr» wes te 
teaching uſe ofthe Sacramena by BT 0" 


wave 
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Dan,11+2, 


wavethe point of the creatures teaching without the Scriptures; 
and prove itclearlyby arguments drawn from the Scriptures,ther 
the Lords Supper harha teaching operarion, for the ſtrengthening 
or confirming ule no man queſtions, -_ 

| My firſt Argument. 

Whatſoever doth declare or ſhew forth Chriſt to a Chriſtian, 
doth reach Chriſt, <a. 

Bur the Supper of the Lord doth declare and ſhew forth his 

death from the-ree of his ignominy,to the throne of his glory. ' 
Therefore the Supper otthe Lord declareth and teacherh Ohrilt 
fo often as it is communicarted,even untill his ſecond coming. 

And ths Argument Ithus prove, r Cor.11, 26.For as often (ſaith 
the Apoſtle) as yee eat this Bread, andarink this (\ wp,yee doe ſhew the 
Lords death till be come, Agreeing to which is thar'of the Prophet 
when he ſpake toKing Darim; 1 wilt fheo thee the truth, ſaid he.Did 
not he therein declare and teach to him the ruth. So alſoour Lord 
ſignifying and ſhewing the truth ro the Apoſtle Fobn, Revel. 1.1, 
what was it bur preaching and manifeſting the truth ro him ? 

HMy ſecond Argument, | 

Whatſoever is ordained of Chriſt to commemorate,call ro mind, 
or keep in remembrance himſelfe or his death, that preaches Chrift 
and the benefit ot his death; 

But the communicating in the ſignes of the Lords body and 
bloud,calls him to mind, and keeps his death in remembrance to 
Chriſtians, 

Therefore the celebration of the Lords Supper teacherth or prea- 
cheth the benefit of his death. | 

And this Argument our Lord himſelfe proverth, whoſe teſtimony 
is beyond all, Luke 22.19,20.T bu is my Body which was given for you, 
doe thu in remembrance of me. This Cup i the new Teſtament in my 
bloud,which was foed for you, T beſeech you mark two things in theſe 
few words forthe proving the Argument ; that is, firſt that the 
Lords Supper, the participation of the Elements, they being ſer a» 
part by bleſſing, according to our Lordsexample, and the Apofttes 
practice, the doingrhercof is a remembrance of Chrifts deach. And 
ſecondly, that thereby is made known and taught the Covenant 'of 

life and (alvation in theſe words, ThiCwp is the new Teſtament in 
my bloxd : then which nothing can be thought of to prove clearer 
the teaching uſe of the Sacrament, And that whatſoever callerh to 
remem- 
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remembrance the truth, preicheth chetruth, is plain and a G 
For Peters purting the Saintsalwayes in remembrance of rhe truth, 
thereby preached untothemthecruth, 2 Per.1.12,13, 14,15. 
"Ib . -- Your third Qvere, | 
Whether the alt of Cbriff in admitting of Fadac, be exemplary. © 
| 1", Dy defence to your third D mere, 

If the Lord did admitbf wicked Jud unto the Apoſtleſhip, 
and foto the participation of Baptiſme, the Word, Prayer, and co 
the breakingof bread, as hereafter ſhall bee particularly proved, 
then ſach Miniſters thavteach that all unregenerate men are to bee 
kept from the Sacgament, afſume that ro themſelves which neither 
Gods law nor mans law gives them. | For the exceptioninthe law 
of God, is the cafe ofexcommunication ; the exceprion in mans 
ordinance is ignorance and ſcandall. 

L724 11 44. 11 Your fourth' Pere. 
.- Whither there bt likgreaſons of the Sacrament andthe Paſſeover : 1f 
here be the like reaſon , then it follower not that the Lord did approve of 
£very one that came to the Paſſeover, 2 Chron. 30, they iwere '10 prepare 
themſelves before they came, 
; .. My defence ta your fourth Duere, 

You both forget your (elves ro.a8k me a reaſon of Gods ordi- 
nances, for togivca reaſon of themis peculiar-ro Gold alone that 
made them, Bar this I ſay,that thereis the ſam? uſe and meaning 
ofthe Lords Supper as of the Palſeoverin the common fellowſhip 
of all beleevers;rhat is,Ctriſt cypified and fGignified by botb,Chriſts 
death ſhewed forth and called fo-remenibrance by both; the belee- 


vers informed to'grace,and confirmed' in grace by both ; and the 


{picicual and truly faithful eat Chrifts fleſh, and drink his bloud by 
both, they being both ſacramenta'l for that purpoſe. And asunder 
tho law they were to pat away the leaven out of their, bouſks, and 
prepare and ſanftife themſelves: ſo under the Goſp-l Chriſtians 
are tocxamine themſelves, repent, &c. For to keepthe Feaſt and 
holy day the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 1-Cor. 5.8. isto keep it with the 
unleavened bread of fincerity and truth, as I have briefly declared 
in my Admonition in ('hriftians liberty to the Lords Table, p.18. 
Your fifth weve, | 
> Whether can anatuyall mn, or « nomn iniined with the commu: gifts 
of the Spirit, ſo try, ex amine, and judge bimſelfe, as 10 come wortbily as 
phe Apoſtle 1 Cor,1 I, 23, doth drive at ? 
\  B2 My 


A defence of (hriftzan. Tibery 2g 


Aty defenerts your fiftb ner. 8:4 .s $1 3647I? 
I anſwer: An inwardortpiricuall Cina[Banagan inward, end on 
outward common Chriſtian as an ourwank Chriſtian, may cither 
of them diſcerne the Lordybady to paniicipate worthily or profi- 
tab ly, according totheir different giles receivedgthe bigh way; to- 
ny, and thorny grounds, may diſcernthe Lords body, and all the 
cle Chriſtians unregenerare, by |the viſthle: bkghes thereof in” the 
Sacrament;that therein Chriſt Jeſus is manifeſted, giving dhioaſclte 
to death for mankind , andthathe'iwnthe bread -of bike, Heclared 
and preachedfirſt bythe words of conſecration: anil :prayer,, with 
2dmonitions then made by rhe Miniſter. and ſecondly, by ſeeing 
the wine powr-d var, the reſemblance'of vhe fhedding tas blond x 
and then ſeeing thebread broken, thereſomblance-of his death and 
paſſion, with the conſideration of all other cincumſtances, the vio- 
lence the Grape ſuffers im the Wine-prefſe7and.the cruelty offered 
ro the Cornboth in rhe Mill , and in che 5 tiot ven, 
Andas thus theeyec affects the heart, fo doth the fiveet comforts» 
ble refreſhing, nouriſhivg, dele&able reliſhing taftealio, which are 
all evident ſenſible in-lets to the ſoule of the mercy and goouneile 
of God. And becaufe the Chriſtian hath received no other bur 
common gifts, itis but informationto him to the {peciall;gnice : 
but the good ground, the ſpirituall Chriftian his communion: is 
ſuſtentacion and confirmation in;grace'to eternall life.; according 
to his ſpecial] faith and grace receivedof God, ;he Guritually cars 
Chriſts fleſh, and drinks his bloud,and is hevebymmoreand more in- 
oculared and rooted 'intherrue Vine. Jeſus Chriſt. And 'in this 
differing conſideration both may difcerne the Lords body, and 
communicate for the better and not for theworſe. | 


From ſome other friends T have likewiſe received di- 
vers objeftions againſt #4: his being ' preſent -at 
the inſtitution and diſtribution of the Lords 'Sup- 
per,which principallyare theſe.five following : 


Their firſt Objeltim. 
Judas went immediatly ont after-tbe veceit of the Sop , John413. 30. 
Now the Sop wa part of the Paſſeover therefore Judas mar.gone be- 
fore the inſtitution of tbe Sacraments | 


My 


— _ —- 
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| My amunym tO | 
"This abjc&ion js 20ainſ the conſent g 54 han farmer Evag- 
geliſts: farthey allagreeand teſtifie thar as our Lord was cating 
the Palſcover, hecook hreadandbleſfed i it and the.cup and blefſed 
it, which4s.tbe ioftimiion of the Tords's peer 6 this bee did 
befare they grany of themieoke-from the Afeti-26. 26. Mark 
L4- 21,22, 23. And S. Lavkgs witncfie is beyond at exception, or 
any; excule ; Bebold the hand of biz that betrapeth me i mich me 
enthe T able,Luke 20, 21. Now Fokwdoth not ac allſpeakthe leaſt 
ticrleaf the inſticurion aitheSacramenc zand een: 
lag of _ _ Lords rifing from'Su \ Fob = 
mention of enr n 13. 4. 
—_ all he zcſt cetifie chat he :inſticured = they were cating 
Pafſeouer befortionr Lord did-tiſe. from: Sapper;, even white 
ty Mare cating, athelacerendofabe Paffeover,as artheend-of 
{2 fratrheſecond courſes bronghr/in,/in that in- 
be ſeminary rpm a0 tr 
TT1;2 5.3556 
ped, nbat is, hotoreherotefrom thenablc, becaulc aftor he rae, 
eſtes of azher ations, And afteribee dare down againito: 
m_ 12+ -of 0; her | diſtorts, fiadro thisaceords 's. Eaheviyyic- 
n<Me alfa, Lake, 2223p. ara be took the bread anil gave thanks, that 
is,the bread an tbe Table provided forthe Puſſcover. Likewiſe alſo 
the Cup ofter, ter Ts yen hang a che {upper of the 
Palleayeraraboy inccof rime,buras they: Weacening 
the ape. i Ghrift Hera diſtributed zhe orher,| Andes the 
Sop night:þe apantoftheSngper of the >Refſcover,! 2 partof 
the. fragments vntalecn aveay from the table 5f0.was che [and 
winca parcgt the provifionattbe watts water allo , which 
the Loxdbl(fled apanflinuce UNTAe"- 20075%2 and jerneither of 
theni for your purpoſe, 
Their cond: ear ObjoBion 
114 ſaidin the Infbitution of the Lovds Supper, Lake 22.79, 30. This 
ismy body which.is on 4 FIERY In which words Ju1ar cond 
or be included « for (br:flhwiet ihe loch, too vr fed wer bs Voud Yo 
bins,and there fore ar ana eh 
Hefence to your fe 


Lafficm,that oy ner weed ooragn death: nity and ef- 
IEC and:tuihciexcly For the _ 
| | wor 
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world, according to that of the Apoſtle, If ary man fin, (meaning, 
ifany of the juſtified eleft) we bave ap advocate with the Father, Fe- 
[ra Chriſt the righteous obo #2 1be propitiation for our fins, and not onely 
for ours, (that is, for the cle&) but for the fins of the whole world, 1 Fobu 
2. 1,2. Andio faith Saint Pawl,z'Tim. 4. 10. For therefore wee both 
labomr and ſuffer reproach,becawſe we truſt in the living God, who 'ir the | 


Saviour of all men , eſpecially uf them that beleeve. Obſerve, in the 
general he hath given himielt to be a Saviour, thatby and through | 
his death there is now a way opened to lite and falvation for all 1 
men,wichourt which no man could be ſaved. And-this purchaſed ; 
and purchaſihg lifc, the tre light that enlightueth every man that com« ; 
meth into the world, Fobn 1.9. yet notwithfianding this light and 
remedy provided, fuchis the naturall _—_— theretnto of all 
men, which through the firſt Adams offence lie damnable, Rom:$: 
18.:and although zhe ſecond eFdam G_ hath 'brought 
them to an eſtate ſaveablez yet notwi ma ; chis'poſſibil | 
(when nonewas before) through this new and living 'way 'by 
Chriſts death, if God didnor after a ſpeciall manner in-an extra- 
ordinary reſpe& make this means thar is ſufficient for all, effe&tuall 
for his ele&ghey ſhould be condemned withrthereprobate world, 
for loving darknefſe more then light, becauſe their deeds ate evilt: | 
but that God of his everlaſting love and pitie; 'works his owne 
works inthem and for them, ot repentance and remiffionof fins to ; 
falvation- And the reprobate part of mankind,and ſuch as periſh, | 
chey alſo enjoy all Gods mercies and giaodnefle, long ſuffering and 
patience, lite, food,and aM things ſor the body, the'Sur-ſhitie' and 
dewirg rain of Godsgracein his ordinances for their ſoules' good, | 
which could nat beenjoyed but by the death & mediation of Jeſus | 
Chriſt. So thatin thele conſiderations it may bee ſaid Chriſt hath 
given himſcltfor all;men;and hisdeath inir (elfe virtuall for all,bar | 
cffeQuall onely for the ele. 2 W077 81961 
- Theirthird Objection, 
Marth. 26, 13.it is ſaid, A#yee ſb:lt be offended with me this night. 
Naw Judas conld not be offended,tberefore Funds was not there : for bee 
. effeGed hu treachery wilfully end for birbire. tt 
Hy defence to your third Objettion, | 
In the Scriptures the tearm offence is diverſly taken : there is an 
offence of impenitency, an offence of imbecillity , of wilfulneſle 
and weaknefle; Jude was guilty of the firſt offence, of thar of im- 


_— 


{1.4 te. the Lords Tables >» = —_ 

| penitenicy, andallthe feſt of the ApoſMies of that of weakneſfe'and 
frailry, The Scribes and Phariſees were wilfully and impeni 
offended with our Lord, Lxke 7.30, who rejected the counſell of 


FY 
—— 


God againftthemſclves. So was Herodagainſt Jabs Baptiſt, Mark 
6.20,. who notwithſtanding the Prophets. po Dodrine, 
King;asto reſped the 


Propher {0,24 to hear him,to obey and doe many things, ro honour 

his wm fear,and his do&rine with gladnes: yet rathef chen 
' his Juſt ſhould want profecation,he will Juda-like take up ſuch an 
implacable offence againſt him and the truth, fo as (ſuddenly bar- 
; barouſly toimpriſon him, and there to murder him... Thus Ci 
was offended with Abel, 1ſbmeel with 1ſazc, Eſas wrong The 
ſevera!l grounds that received not the ſeed to perfettion. And 
| | blefſed are they ro whom Chriſt i* notfuch a rock of offence. 


| which wronght ſuch a change in the hearthen'Ki 


| Their fourth ObjeRtion, © 
1 will wot drink benceforth of thefywit of the vine'umill that day when 1 

drinkit new with you in my F athers King dome, Marth: 26. 29. Now 

Judas c:#!d not be one that ſhout drink with (rift inbir Fathers King- 

dome, Ergo luda was not there when our Lord ſpake this. | 

| My defence to your finy1h Objoion. 
| The words of the former verſe are: theſe, This ir the' blond of the 
| new T:ſt1ment which was ſhed for many for the'remiſſion of fins, Now 
ofthar many he ſpeaketh, in chat he ſaith, I will drink it new with 
you in my Fathers Kingdom. And in this diſtin&ion he might ſpeak ic 
to, the twelve when /:das was preſent. For you may ſay as well 
Inda was not amovght the twelve, when tie aid to them, /ob» 6.70. 
| Have not I choſen you twelve, and one of you is" a Devill 7 In this di- 
| RinBion of <le@ion may our Saviour ſpeakin the caſe of perfe- 
iOn. ' 
| | rent Their fifth'ObjeRion. 27 j 
: 1 will ſmitethe Shepheatd, and the ſheep ſhall bt ſcattered, Mark 14. 
27. And again, I wi//liy down my life for my ſheep, Tobn1o 15, 17. 
Now Indas could not be inelulet; aud therefore not preſent, for bee was 
none of Chriſt ſbeep,but a traytor againſt the Shepbeard and the Flack 
VP. : " ' : gz v.34 # 


. 
' 
: 


1 \ 


| My difeic _ 7 Flom. MENSOL 
| This obje&ion extends nor to the queſtion in hand::: fot the 
, Shephcard was ſmicten after the Inftirucion and diftributiogof the 


Lords Supper. Andioalfo-after Jud; left our Lord and his Ton 
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poſtles compary,and wenr privathy'to «ffert aid | perſet- hiv crex- 
Fhecousconlpiracy, And ycragain inthe Scripture pheale, there 
acc eyill (ſhcep onloft,as well as good, ch as are loftand found in 
the Scripuars ſenſe. And Jude. way amongſt then, and ſent out 
withtheh wherour Lorddaid, Afaryhto.'16, Brbold, T ſend you 
forth as ſheep ox the midſt of Wolbrs, : And quarter 1. Dovid' knew 
well there wasimore bad ren good men, whicn he 

17: But theſe ſteep wh it have ubey done ? 


Now «hile-I was making 'my defence againft all 'theſe 
former oppoſiti6ns, I'recefved from an honoured 
friend of mine, this double fuppoſition following. 

_, His fir Suppoſition. | | 
Friend, 1 pray conſider bow ge. Apoſtle [peaky of rhe Lords Supper, 

1 Cor,10.15,16,1 7, 1 ſpecks to you wiſe wen, judge! you what + ſay, 

TheCup of bleſſnag which we ble ſeit 3t not the communion of the bloud of 

Chrift ? T he Bread which we break, it it not the communion Subebad 

of Chriſt ? For we being many , @re one br8.ad and one body. + for wee are 

partakers of that one bread, New who are the wiſe but 'the regenerate ? 
tbo bath communion in the body and blond of ( brift , but the fairhſull? 

1 b0 are the many members that are one body , the many grains that make 

one loafe but the Saints ? And tberefare doth net the Szcr ament property 

and peculiarly belong to the Saints? Tea, onely ordained for them 1 ſup« 


ſe, 
Q | Ty defenee to your firſt Suppoſption. 

Sir,the anſwer lies in che Apoſtles words by you mentioned: for 
to ſay, For the cup of bleſſing which we bleſſe ;- «nd 1br bread which wee 
breake , is it not the communion of the body and bloud of Chriſt? proves 
plainly, there are two things conſiderable inthe Sacrament,the ele- 
men«s or fignes, bread and wine ; the ſubſtance or thing fignificd, 
the body and b)oud of Chriſt, vf both which' the regenerate com 
municate ; but the naregenerate, zlthough — the 
common faith,they of bread and wine the fignes onely, chis 
is plainly proved by the Apoſtle bythe inſtance hee gives to. the 
Corinthians, 1 Cor, 19; I; 4; 3, 44 5+. The muſticude as well as the 
faichfull-rhey palſcd through the ſea, they had equallberiefir of rhe 
evvle-moiit ela@@ ih the heat of the day, and of the light hot burz 
ning pillar inthe dark cold night, and fuſtained both with the fam 


: faid, 3 Sam. 24» 


by 
bn 


to the Lords Table, 


ma, Angcls food, And yer none did communicate of the ſpirituall 
ſubſtance rhe Rock and Truth, but ſuch as were ſpiritual,and there- 
by could by faitheat Chriſts fleſh, and drink his bloud : andall the 
regentierace and truly faithfull did ſu, Bat nib may of them (faith 
the Apoſtle) thar is, with the carnall, impenirent, provoking, un- 
belecving part, God was not well pleaſed, but overthrow them in the wil 
derneſſe, notwithllanding their outward fellowſhip.and communi- 
on with the faictfull in the outward cxternall ſhadowes, And the 
Afoſtle by way of compariſon, ſecms romake the Church of Co- 
rin:b, and the Church ot the Jews in the wildernefle to agree in the 
like participation with thole that, communicate, as in the things 
communicated,both for the qualicy of perſons, and diſtinion of 
grdinances.” And if it werenor fo, as you would tuppoſe, then his 
exhorcation were in vain, Neither be yee Idolaters, as ſome of 1hem,nei- 
ther fornicator nor tempters, nor mermurers, &:. And if taulty and 
unregenerare Chriſtians ought nut upon any terms to comunicate, 
thenthe 00G in Chap. 11. would have forbidden them com- 
munion,whereas he uſes onely admanition. And therefore as for 
the inward and ſpirituall Chriſtians, the ſpirituall part of the facra- 

ment is peculiar, ſothe <xternall and common part is for ſuch 

Chriflians as are but outward and common, and ordained tor them 

as for the Saints, as before hath been ſhewed, 

H# ſecond Suppeſition, 

If unregenerate men come to communicate in the Sacrament, they in- 
tude and thruſt themſelves to that which God calls thems not to; and 
ſo therein doe that which they ought not : and th:refore it #4 fin to ſuch 
ro come : for ſo much ſeems to be inpplied by the Apoſile in ſaying , They 
diſcern not the Lords body, and /o it proves to bee puniſhment in ſtead 
of noxriſhment, And it may be ſaid-te them 44 to the gueſt” that bad 
net on the wedding Garment, Friend, how comeſt . in hither ? 
eAnudtbeir intruſion to the Lords T able, i like the falſe Apoſiles and 
Prophets thruſting themſelves into all the adminiſtrations of the Goſpel, 

Hy defence to your ſecond Suppofition, 

The firft part of this Suppofition being an inference of the for- 
mer,by conſequence is anſwered already, And whereas you ſay, Ic 
is an intruſion in the un rate, and fo a fin in them to come to 
the Sacrament , you muſt ſhew the. inhibirion : for otherwiſe, the 


text is plain,lPherethere 15 no law, there i no tranſgreſſior, Secondly,» - 


you inſtance the uncloathed mans _— tothe Feaſtin the v 
I 
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pel, I pray conſider , hee was not condemned for coming to the 
Feat, but for being there without a wedding Garmenc ; for the 
feaſt is all the ordinances of God which Chriſt hath purchaſed, and 
freely vouchſafed for all mento communicate infor theic Galvati- 
on, the coming tothe feaſt is the free liberty that all beleevers have 
in the enjoyment of cheſe ordinances, and to bee fed and clad with 
the blefſed ſpiritual! benefit thereof, is ro enjoy the blefling and 
ſ.lvation thar comes by theſe means ordained vf God for that end : 
butro enjoy the adminiſtration thereof, and not to be bettered by 
them, is tobe chere where we might haye been clad, and yet con- 
rinue naked, f-d,and are yer ſtarved, And fo it comes to paſſe,thar 
which is a favonrof life cothe one, iz aſavour of death rn the 0- 
ther ; the firſt hearech and obeyerh , rhe ſecond heareth and rejeR- 
etch, In the next placeI anfwer, Whoſoever takerh upon him to 
be a Steward of that which is anothers, being not comirted into his 
hands,preſumes of himſelf, and isan incruder: but this is not pro- 
vedro be the caſe of a beleever that isbaptized,ro communicate in 


the Sacrament of the Lords Sapper, therefore the irſtance fails for 


your purpoſe, 

Now to put an end to all further difputes upon theſe two points, 
that F.«da did communicate or participate in the Lords Supper 
with the reſt of the Apoſtles ; and chart the Sacrament is of a tea- 
ching uſe and operation, as trengthening and confirming, I ſtate 
toth the queſtions affirmatively and negatively ; the affirmative of 
both queſtions, that J#4a was preſent at the inſtitutionand diſtri 
butionofthe Lords Supper,and thar che externall clem: nts are af 
teaching uſe,is proved plainly by theſe two Scriptures, Luke 23.14. 
271. I {07.11.26 But I challenge the whole world to prove the 
negarive,that the elements of the Lards Su; per d'> not teach, and 
thac Judas was not preſent at the inftitution, And by the way take 
notice thatno abſurdity can poſſibly be a corſequence of truth, but 
erring 2nd miſtaking admits of lictle elle : For 1tthe ordinance of 
the Lords Supper have not a teaching and informing qu4licy, then, 
w is uſeleffe roa'l theunregenerate, yea to -1! the cleft before re» 
g'ncration, which is ſuch an abſu-dity roaffirnie, t' ar Gods out» 
ward and commonordinances are of no uſe but unprofitable ; And 
th:r God ordained any thing in vain,this is ſo grotfe, chat it croſſes 
all/Scriptures ; for they generally ffirm, that all that Ged hath 
made or ordained, fhew forth & teach his glory,Pſ. 75.1.Againgit 

X none 
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nonebuthe regenerate ſhould communicate of th= Supper of the 
Lordyhe paucity is ſuch as the Scriptures witneſſe,that there is but 
one &f a Cirie,and two of a Tribe yea itwi.l allo follow, that he 
that blefſeuh and diſtributerh che. bread and wine, muſt know the 
receivers conyerfion, or elle he finnes in communicating. it t cheſe 
and an hundred more abſurditics will follow, thata wife man will 
bluſk to think of. For if this be ſo, then the ſame things that ſhew 
forch Chriſt under the Goſpel, ſhall nor be {o uſefull. re belcevers 
2s the ſhadowes under the Law. And this were toturn the day in- 
tonight, the light into darknefſe. The laſt ching I intended now to 
publiſh, arc ſome few ſhorc conferences I have mer with in Citie 
and Countrey,and all may be reduced iro the(etwo poſitions, 
T be firſt Poſition. 

That ſcletied congregations are Churches rightly ordained, and truly 

confliueed, And that each congregation are free and indeper dent ecther 


from other. | 
Ady defence to the firſt Poſiizon, 

In this firſt Poſkion we muſt conſider foare things : Fitſt, char 
the gatherers and avouchers of ſelected congregations, are Chri- 
ſtians in profeſſion, mot in authority, bur ander Chriflian authori- 

,and members of Chriſtian congregations, in communion in all 

30ds excernall ordinances, andin all theſe reſpes are thoſe allo 
that they gather to themiſelyes. 

Secondly, what is meant by congregations, foraſmuch as there 
are three ſorts otthem ; that is, firſt, amthorized congregations; 
condly', (elefted or covenanted congregations in oppolicion to 
authoricy*; aud thirdly, ſpirituall or voluntaty congregation+the 
communion of Saints. 

And the laſt part of che poficion is, whatis meant by congrega- 
tionall Indepcndency. 

In the firſt place therefore we muſt confider,that all (cleR.d con- 
gregations in :England, teachers and people, are Chriſtians in pro- 
feſſion,and already in communion and fellow ſhip in the ordinances 
of che Go(pe!, being all under Chriſtian Authoriry, And no:with- 
ſtanding all this, chey doe take upand alſume authority to them« 
ſelves, ſo to {ck and congrerateas they doe inoppofition to au- 
thority, to which they are ſubjzeRed of God. And for proofe of this 
their praQiſe, they alkedge rhc example vf Jobs the Bapriit. Afar. 
'3.1,2;5\. our Saviour Chrift, SS 4 15,16: ant thy Ry” | 
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Atts 2, 37,38,41,42. Ads 11, 20,21,02, Now Ideny that any of 
theſe Scriptures come home to provethe ſtate of your queſtion, or 
warrant your praRice : For fohn,our Lord, and the Apolt'er, 
raught:che dofrine of che Goſpe), that Jcſus was the Chriſt ,' the 
Meſſiah prophefied of to ſuch Jewesas were not beleevers, but op» 
poſers of ir and them. And fuch by their Miniſtery converted to 
thefatch, which faich is beleeved and confeſſed by fuch Chriſtians 
as you ſele& to your ſelves, And ſecondly, the Greeks that were 
converted, Ads 11, 20. were {o converted from heatheniſme ro 
Chriſt'anifme ; bur this is not your caſe nor pratice; for you per- 
vert Chriſtians from ſound and wholſome doAtrines, to vain jang- 
lings abour words that «difie not. And from thoſe Afſembles a(- 
ſigned b Chriſtian auchority ro ſuchas are of your own ordaining, 
deviſing and conſtituting, the matterand form thereof is not co be 
found in Gods word. Now if any of you all could ſhew me a people 
that you have gained from among the Jewes, and from among the 
H-athens,to the acknowl-dgemenr and confeſſion of the dotrine 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt ; and that by your Miniſtery that they - 
have not on«ly beleeyed the truth, but obeyed itin the power of it, 
tothe effeCting in them repentance and remiſſion of finnes ; then I 
would ſpeak and change my diſcourſe to another fenfe; but in rc- 
gard you aſſume thac which you arc not, I will onely reſtifie unto 
you, that that which you doe is not warrantable by Scripture , bur 
it is ycur own carna]l fancy ar.d imagination. 

Now the ſecond thing inthe Poſition is, what 1s meant by Cor- 
gregation, and in the threefold diſtinion the firſt is Authorized 
congregations,which are uſually called Pariſhes, and thar is to 
ſay,ſo many Fami'ies aſſigned by authority ro make a congregati- 
on to communicate in Gods ordinances for the ſalvation oft the 
people. And to thar end authority hath ordained a way that their 
teachers,or teacher, ſh -uld be a man approved of for able gifts,thac 
atime, or timesintheweek , is appoiuted that men ſhuuld di- 
ſpenſe with,negle& and lay afide their worldly imployments and 
affairs and meet rogether in the communion and participurion. of 
Gods ordinances : & to that end have appointed a place for prayer, 
reading and expounding the Scriprures,for dorine, exhorration, 
and prz-aching , as alio for communion in baptiſme and the Lords 
Supper, And are not all theſe things in themſelves good and law- 
ſull? And if they be ſo, whar ground have youthen for diſlike and 
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ſeparation? Nay, havewe; not ground by the word of God, to 
give chanks for ſuch governors that are in authority over us? And: 
are not heir Ocdinances and Roles ſuch, wirhout which wee can-' 
not communicate in che outward ordinances. of God? Wherefore 
let us acknowledge their auchority , and obey their rules. Bur in 
the next place, the ſeleRted congregations alledge, 2 Cor«6.17. and 
Rev.18, 4. for their ſeparation and ſeleQion, for as much as the ho- 
ly Ghoſt faith , Come ow: from amongi? them, ( meaning corrupc 
Chriſtian congregations) and be yee {eparate, ſaith the Lord,and touch 
not the unclean thing, and 1 wit' receive you, This Scripture, you lay, 
proves the ſtate of the queſtion on your part : for you ſay, the A 
poſtles hereſpeake of the Ancichriſtian church of Rome, whole fil- 
thy unclean dodtrines were ſuch, that notwithſtanding they were 
Chriſtians io profeſſion , yet Gods people could not communicate 
witch them, but they muſt (there was noavoyding ir by reaſon of 
theic abominable canons ) be defiled with them. And therefore you 
fay, theſe rexts of Scriptures are a ſufficient ground to ſeparate 
from Chriſtian congregations, I anſwer, they are a ground to- fe» 
parate from ſuch Aatichriſtian congregacions as the Apoſiles ſpeak 
of; but I require of you to prove the abomination,the unclean thing 
inthe authorized. congregations .in England, and then you ay 
ſomeching : bur cill that be prove 1, this Scripture is nor for your 
purpoſe. For the Cturch of Exgland by the Parliaments of refor- 
mation in King Edward the fixc, and Queen Elizzbeths dayes, ſe- 
parat«d from the fall do&rines and uncl-<an.praftices of the church 
of Rewe.andthcn madeadts, lawes and ordinances againſt the aba- 
minabl- teners, and falſe deviſed imagined religion, their Prieſts & 
Sacrificcs, and back't their decrees with the penalty of death; yer 
notwir! ſtanding in proceſſe of time, the Prelaticall clergy brought 
In many coriupt innovations, tending to a& again the old unclean- 
neſſes under new pcetences: yet chis honorable Parliainent hath;roo- 
red up and extirpated the Prelatica'l Hierarchy root and branch, 
and ſtill fir ſpending their wits, ſpirics and pains, for the reforming 
of Do&rine and Dilcipline, that all congregations may bee regula- 
ted in and by the neereft way agreeable ro the word of God. Now 
conſidering all theſe things we enjoy under this happy authority 
that-is over us, & your condition being under chis authority,and {0 
placedof God, take heed therefore, nay how will you avoid it, but 
that your reſiſting chis authority , you doe therein a Or- 
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dinance of Gad, and hertih walk cofitrary to Gods word, Rom. 13; 
I ,2:Nay, dv you hot fulfil the Prophefie of the Scriptures in pre- 
{umption and ſelfe-willednefſe, ro defpiſe ſach Governors, ahd 
ſpeak eviilot ſuch dignii s, 4s the Apoltle foretold, 2 Per. 3, 165, 
How can yoa poffibly cleare your way froth the gainſaying of Core? 
Jude v. 12+ Nay, is there nora plain paralle]l between him and his 
cothpanies ing, #nd you and your cothpanies gainſayings ? 
N##,16.Didnot they which were under authority ufurpauthotity, 
and in ſtriving againſt Aſoſer &t Aztron,thole that God had ſet over 
chem, did chey noc ſtrive egdinſt the Lord? Nawb. 26.9, 1 will 
forbeare the conſequence, the Lord give you 'grace to repent of 
your ſtfiving, rtlitance, and gainſaying ; and mutmure no 
againſt them in ſaying they impoſe will-worſhip upon your coon- 
ſciences in requiring many things there is not « plain word ſor, if 
ic be not againlt the word,but agreeing with che ſenſe and meaning 
of the word, fubmir your Rlves totheir rules. And if you conceive 
you know better then the Parliament, your way is to petition, «nd 
not to make reſiſtance, 

The next conſideration is, the Spirittiall or voluntary congre= 
gation , the communion of Saints. The Propher D avi calls them 
the Aſſembly of $ 1ints, the Congy:g tion of Sints, Pſal, 8g 5.7.The 
bonſe of eAaton by Saint, the home ;of Iſr acl Ez choſen one, the bouſe of 
Levi bi Prizft,P/2.136.and the Apoſtle, the bouſbold of faith,Gal, 6. 
10, the houſhold of God, Epb.6.1 g. the bouſe and Charch of tbe livin 
God, 1 Tim,z.15.This church is called, T be Lords body, Col. 1.1 
24, becauſe it is made living by the life that is in him ;ſpirituall by 
his ſpiric : for they are all begotten and born of rhe Spirir : and thet 
which is born of the ſpirit # ſpsrit, Fobn 3. 6. as that which us boin of 
the fleſh is fleſh. This communion and whole congregation by the 
Spirit of God, arc all baptized into one body, an4 have bren made all 
to drink into one ſpirit, x ormnth,12.13, Theſeare all the children of 
wiſdome, all ſonnes of God and heires of the promiſes ; theſe all by re- 
generation areas Perer was, made /5ving ſtoner, and are built of God 2 
ſfpiritnalt buwſe, a choſen generation, a peculiar peopl?, 1 Per,z, Theſe are 
the little flock of ſh*ep.& lambs of Chriſt to whom the F ather hath given 
tbe Kingdome, who by faith have both the earreſt and the abundant 
entrarce into the everlaſting kiegdom of car Lord Jefas Chriſt, ha- 
ving fellowſhip with God their Father, the Son their Saviour,the 
hely Ghoſt their comforter, and with eachother in joying and ſor- 
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rowing, comforting and lamenting, belecving and hoping, fuffe. 
ring and expefting with a mutua)l affeftion the morning and day 
of ſalvation, 1 Fobn 1. 3,7 cbp. 3,2, Theſe are they that fear the 
Lord, that receive him and his,and often fpeakan4 confer one with 
another, that are alwayes mindful of his covenant, in whoſe hearc 
js his Law. Theſe are the Lords Priefts, v ith whom he hath made 2 
covenant of lifeandpeace, who have *!wayes the Lord in their 
thonghts, Hal. 2. and 3. chapters. Theſe onely have received an 
nnfion from the holy On-, that teacherh rhem all things, 1 Job» 
2. 20. Theſe according to the command of their Lord, give wnts 
Cefar the things that ave Cefart, and to God the things that are Gods, 
Mark. 12. 17, they love the Lord wirhall their heart, ad their 
neighbour as themſelves : they are afl.ſpiricual,and fo ts their com- 
munion and feltlowfhip, and none bart ſuch as are fpiricuall arc of 
this congrzgation,this commnnion of Saints ? 

Bur a Mioiſter in the North coumtrey told me, the Independent 

egationr were this communion of Saints, which jsthe laſt par- 

cular in the firſt Pofirion: To whonlT anſwered, His 
was very firange to m?:for I didnor find any ſuch name expreſfing. 
creatures, written in the book of life. And Tam ſure all the Saincs 
names are wricten there: Wherefore (faidT ) hee that gives that 
name to any people , and thoſe that take rbat name unto them- 
ſelves, are both aliketo be blamed : for there 1s no one nor very 
many creatures , can be ſaid tobe Independent, bat God alone, the 
great creator, [ am the firſt and the laſt, ſaith the Lord, and befides mee 
there ts no God, Iſaiih 44. 6. e414 tl on, even thon xrt Lord alone, Ne- 
bem,g.6. There 15 not a Saint, nor congregation of holy ones can 
fay one to another, [ have noneed of thee : fur they are all m 
bers one of another, and every one the members of Chriſt, Epbef. 
4.25 chzp.5. 30. 1 Cor.12. I wonderthar ſo many learned that 
_ profcfſ that war,andown the name Independent, I wonder, I ſay, 
thattheir lexrn'ng dothnor afford chem a more proper terme, 
as Tuchas under this norion they aim ac liberty of conſcience, 
Were chey not beticr- to exprefſe themſclyes under the names of 
"Religions freedome, for this is the effe& of your praQtice, which 
affiem in .his governed church in which you are phced nnder a2- 
thority, you ought to have freedome of confeience to exercife 
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your gifts, to gather a peopleto yonr felves, and ſo rg make uſe of . 
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that no power ncr.authorlry ought to queſtion.you for. it, beceule 
you ought to have freedome of cunſcience. This is another conceir 
ot humane iavention, Did you ever read of fuch #n expreſſion in 
the Scriptures, ſoapplicd as to free a man from all lawtull obedis 
ence ro authority ? the conſequence of truth is fincerity , bur La 
conſequence of error is iniquity : For think younot that your free+ 
dome of conſcience; as youcallit, which doth acquit you from ail 
obedience to lawful commands,it you your felfe ſhall fo judge of it, 
18 not your own wilfulneſſe to diſobey that authority that is over 
you, a permanent ground for the like freedome for all in particu» 
lar that are under you, todiſcl ime your authority, upon the ſame 
terms you do2 others? Seein'aword, how you by miltaking the 
word, overthrow Gcds ordinance of government, Rom, 13.cven 
that which himſelfe is God of, for be #'the God of Gods,}D an. 2.47.8 
the God of order, x Cor.14. 33. Now to make your abſurdity, more 
manifeſt, obſerve a ſimilitude, make the whole Kingdome of Eng. 
landthe great nationall cturch, make the Parliament and aſſembly 
of Miniſters che Ruling and Teaching Elders in this great church, 
your ſelves n:ither of them, but under this authority. And there» 
forcby the law of Godand man ought to live obediently to alljtheir 
lawfull ordinances, You pretend by religious freedome you oughe 
not ro obey them, but rather to follow your own conceivings: Is 
not this your praQtice of diſobeying your Superiours, a perpetuall 
ground for diſobcdience in your inferiours? For that inferiour 
who ever he be, that ſaith, none above him hath power to pre- 
ſcribe rules cohim, his own praRtice for ever frees all that arcun- 
der him from all manner [of obedience to him : and fo for ever 
to eftabliſh by this d»Arine ſuch difſenting and contending, as 
that there is no ſuch cuſtom in the churches of God, 1 Cor .11.16.for the 
rule of Geds church is the quite contrary,as the Apoſtle teſtificth, 
Rem. 13. 7. Render therefore to all their duer tribute to whom tribute us 
due, cuſtome to whom cuſtome, fear to! whom feare , bonour to whom 
bononr, It istrue the Saints and children of God are free, bur thae 
is in a ſpiritual! reſpe&, by a ſpiricuall birth, The tr«th ſhall nah 
you free, Fohn $. 32. If the; Sonne make you free, you ſhall bee free indeed, 
verſe 36, but with the right knowledge of this freedome, I find few 
profeſſors are acquainted, 
Their ſecond Pofition, 
When we bave truly conſtituted our church by ſeleFing us a congree 
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gation, then we ſhall enjoy the [prituall adminiſtration of Chriſts ordinan. 
cer in their purity,ſetting up Chriſt upon bis throne, to tbe happy enjoyment 
aud accompliſoment of all the propheſies and promiſes foretold of all by the 
Propbets and eAprſtles. 
CA defence to your ſecond Poſition, | 

There are three (ae in chis Poſition alſo: Firſt, 
what you mean by Ordinances ; Secondly,their ſpirizeat ;dmin!ſtra- 
tion and purity: Andlaſtly, what you mean by ſerring Chriſt up #n his 
throne to the fulfilling of all the Propheſies and promiſer tn the Scriptures, 
And firſt for the term Ordinances, are they not thoſe thar wee have 
in communion in our publick Aſſemblies, prayer, reading and ex- 
pounding the Scriptures, preaching,and in communicating in bap- 
tilme and the Lords Supp-r? Is not the word of God the tame in 
publick congregations,as amongſt you: the ſame in a common and 
the ſame in a ſpeciall adminiſtration ?. Is not prayer the ſame in 
both with the {piricuall, the ſacrifice- of a broken heart, with the 
I a preſentation of perſons and words? Is not bapriſme the fame 
inthe ontward as in the inward conſideration, ? The Lords Sup- 

rthe ſamein the corporall (ignes,as in the fpirituall grace, that as 
the carnall Chriſtian through the common faich, cats the breaC, 
and drinks the winz ; ſo the ſpiricuall Chriſtian by juſtifying faith, 
eats Chriſts fleſh,and drinks his bloud. You confeſſeall this to bee 
true; but you ſay the difference liesin the poinc of the purity of 
the ordinances, the minner of adminiſtration and communion in 
chem,which is the ſecond confideration in the Poferion. And you ſay, 
for want of the ſpiritua|ladminiſtration,the authorized corgrega- 
tions have loſt the puricy of all Gods ordinances, and there- 
by continue the abominable and unclean thing amongſt them, And 
you give three ioſtances to prove this: Firſt, that our Miniſter: are 
not truly called: ſecondly,ſay ſome of you, we alter the ordinance 
of baptiſme :rhirdly, you all with one conſent condemne vs, for 
admitting of mixt congregations. To the firſt I anſwer, Presbyrers 
by-the Parliament are ordained ro examine, appruve.and allow of 
mens gifrs,and for their ſpirituall gifts received of God,toappoine 
and allow of themtherefore tobe Miniſters according to the Apo- 
poſtles rule, 1 Tim.3.10 chap. 4+ 14+ againſt which there is no 0- 
ther externall ruleto be ſhewed in the Scriptures. And ſecond'y, 
whereas many of you ſay, we alter the ordinance of ba; time, iris 
more then you; can-prove' bates -Iaginh for although ir be _ 
Ve Math. 
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CMatth, 28, 1 9. Goyee therefore and teach all Nations, bayptizing them, 
&-. In your own underſtanding of that place, it doth not ſiy thete- 
tore as you ſay,ye ſhall not baprize the infants of b*leevers, who 
you therein forbid ro be brought co Chriſt , contratyto the com- 
mand of our Lord, Matth.1 9.14. Suffer liztle children to come, or to 


_ be brought, #wtome ; for ſo much the Text inferres, and forbid them 


wot t7 Come nnto me,oF, Which inhibition of yours is contrary alſo 
to Gods own ordinanceand command, Exod, 12, Gen, 17, which 
plainly commands that which you deny, that children are to cort« 
municate if their parents were beleevers. According to which or- 
dioance of God the Apolttes reftifie toall the world, eAFs 2. The 
promiſe belongs to you and 10 your children,and to ull that art afarte off 0« 
ven to fo many 4s the Lord onr God ſhall call; as ifhe ſhould ſay, who- 
ſoever God calls to beleeve, the covenant belongs to them and to 
their infants, as the covenant belonged to Abzabans and to all 
ſtrangers that ſhould come to beleeve the ernch , to them and to 
their children alſo. And this isthe reaſon that we find it written, 
and there ate many examples of itin > nr times, that when 
a maft came to beleeve the truth, the doQtine they taughe them, 
not onely they themſelves bor their houſholds were baptized, 
1 Cor.x. as the honſhold of Srepbang,and the reft, And the Apoftle 
reſolves the queſtion to the Charch of Corin+h, faith he to this ef- 
feR, If one of the parents be a beleever, then ave you children holy, that 
is, then have they rightro the exrternall ordimance of God; and in 
this ſenſe the Apoſtleſanh, Ged beth Bewed me 108 to call any than wn. 
bely, or wncl:an, that is, whoſoever belcevech Jeſus Chriſt come in 
the fleſh,may be baptized,although before a Gentite, and they ard 
their houſhold have right to Gods holy ordinance, as Corneline ahd 
his houſhuld, 4&#r 10, And when you can prove that the Miniter 
raking infants into his arms, praying for them, and waſhing thertt 
inthe name of Chriſt (or 4brabams circumcifing of IÞþmaet at the 
command of God ) is more then Chrifts taking then inro his 
arms and bleſſing them, then you will ſay ſomething, eHF chen you 
declare your own fancy, and ſay nothitig to rhe purpoſe. And for 
mixr congregations as youfind fault with, 1 pray , are you fare 
your ſelves are not weeds and cockſe,butg odcorn? if your ſelyes 
were ſpirituall,then you would know and underſtand the meariing 
of Gods fpirit,that both: muſt belet alone till the barveR, the end of 
the world, #50ur Lord fd, forelichen thre is 00 ſepurto, 
: | F 
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UMaitth, 13. 30. but wicked Cain may bring and offer his ſacrifice 
with Abe! the righteous; ting //bmoel-may communicate irt 
the ordinince of God with perſecuted //aectrhe bitter and unclean 
hypocrite Simon Magus, may bee waſhed or baptized in ficſh, as 
well as Philip, Peter and Jobs, andthe holy onevof God, Ad: 8. 
And although our Lord knew the Devilliſh creacherous heart of 
Jon, yet hw parcicipation in the ordinances, neither in Baptiſme, 
Pafſcover, or the Lords Supper, did not prejudice, nor no way 
—_— the m_ communion of che faithfall, for he partici- 
in prayer, fat.6. in preaching, M-7. t0.in bapriſmme, Afar, ;. 
bs in the Paſeover and Supperof the Lord, Like 32h 4, 15, _ 
and yer none of Chrifts little holy ones makes your complaint;for 
his carnall preſence did no way derrifie their ſpirituall te! lowſhip. 
d in thechird and laſtplace , weare to underſtand what is 
meanthy ſetting up Chriſt upon his Throne, andthe fulfilling and 
accompliſhing of all theprophefies and promiſes witneſſed by the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, And here now as with one conſent you doe 
all of yon onanimovſly affirm, that all the Prophefies in the whole 
Scriptures, are fulfilled in your congregated companies,and that in 
doing thar which you doe, in afſuming to your ſelves power to (e- 
Ie& congregations,and preſcribing to them rhe rules of Chriſt, as 
you call them, alchough indeed they are rules of your own making, 
yet you therein ſer up Chriſt upon his throne , and that your 
churches, wayes,and devifed order,the matter nor manner thereof, 
being that which is not ro be found in Scriptures, yer you give it 
ont to the world,chat by you, and in your charch government, is 
falfilled the prophefic of the new heavens, and new earth, promi- 
fed of God, and-witnefſed by the Propher 1I,4i2b and the Apoftle Pe- 
rer,the heavenly countrey and citie that eAbrabm, Iſaac and Facob 
ſenght for, Heb.1 1. the new Fernſalem that fobm ſaw come down from 
God out of bexven, and Sion that holy and heavenly citie, that great and 
ftrong citie that God hath appointed ſalvation fir walls and bulwarker, 
Fer,23.5.6. chap.3 4-15 ,16,Ezek.37.26,27,28. chap.48,35 . nd thar 
of your gatherings it may be ſaid,the Lord i there, applying ro your 
felves $ionrown bappines, Zeph.3.13,14,15,16,0:. Iſa.49.21. 

' Ts it poſſible there ſhould be ſuch groffe blindnes in thefe daier, 
in which men fay they ſec,and arc inthe lighr, wherforetheir greac 
darknefſe.,and alt their bold ayvouchmenes like —_ hich fil 
marker places with noites, and churches and ,pablick 
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mecrings and meeting-houſrs wirh voyces, thoſe thathave written 
ſuch volames, andprincedſuch books to make known and advance 
theſc falſe dofrines , ro the belying the Prophets,the wounding, 
ſcaring,and killing the rruch their wicnes and c<ftimony, the truth 
of God in a word will reprove them, ſtrip them, and di.cover their 
nakcdaes and (ham? to all poſterity, by a few queſtions reſolved by 
the letter of the Scriptures, which is as clear light as the San-(bine 
at noon dayes,and yet theſe flying Bats cannor ſee the truth and 
light thereof, The h1ſt queſtion is, bt & the throne of Chriſt ? Se 
condly, when the time ſhall hee 1bat Chriſt ſhall fit in buy own throne, 
Thirdly, hat is meanc by Sion, mentioned. by che Prophets, And 
fourch!y,what we are ro .underftand of the Chnrcbes glorious condie 

tior., her deliverance and perfeftionthe Scriptures ſooften ſpeak of, 
Now Chrilts throne is,that which he calls his own throne,as a note 
of di(tinftion berween / «x throne and bu Fathers throze ; and there- 
fore he ſaith, Rev.2,21, To bimthat overcometb will I give to fit with 
we in my throneeven a { alſo overcame and am ſet down with my F ater 
i bis throne, And of this throne our Lord.ſpeaks, MMat.19. 28. when 
the Son of man ſhll ſit in the th: on2 of bis glory, verily yee alſo 1bat have . 
followed m-. ia the regeneration, ſball alſe fet,&c. And of this throne of 
the Sonnes, and nor called the Fathers, is that throne che Apoſtle 
ſp:aks of, Heb.1,8. But untothe Son be ſaith, T hy throne, O God,us for 
ever and ever, a _ of right eouſneſſe « the ſcepter of thy kingdom, And 
the Prophet calls him God alſ.,,Pſ./,45 6.Thy throne, O God,is for ever 
& ever,&c,To this kingly throne of God there belongs a kingdom, 
a Church of $+inr: ,which he witnot perfe& and accompliſh rill his 
retuen from heaven, his coming again, his appearing,which is the 
ſecond conſideration propou:;ded,the 11m7e whenChriſt ſhalbe ſet upon 
has throne; and that is theo ( ſaiththe Prophet) Pl. 102. 16. Wien 
the Lord ſhall build up Sian, be ſhall afpeay inbu glory, Ec. Even then 
(ith the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 4.1. When the Lord Feſ15 Chrift ſhall judge 
the quick and the dead then (be.l be hu appearing and kingdome, Which 
propheſies are confirmed. for truth by our Lords own reſtimony, 
AMat.25,31,32. Whenthe Som of man ſhall comesn huglery,Ge,& v,z, 
Then mark, ſhenſoal the Kirg ſay wnto them on hu right hind, Come 
neeLleſſed of my F «1her,nberit the king dome prepared for you from the 
foundation of the word Note agaige, tere isthe reward, the inheri- 
tance,the kingdome, all this world long preparing and promiſed, 
which,makes me wonder,that ſo.many ſeers have overſeen & miſt 
| " - on 


- to the Lords T, ables.  '\ 2J- 


the reading of theſe Scriptures, whichin their literal ſenſe plainly 
preach, that-Chriſt ſhallnor be advanced into his own throne, in his 
own kinzdom,till-the harveſt ar the end of this word, Afae.1 3.30.40, 
And therefore the holy Ghoſt uſes the fucure tenſe inall hisexpre(- 
fions. Asthe Apoſtle faith, /t is the world to come 'wheresf wee ſpetke, 
when he ſpeaks ofrhele things, Heb,2.5 even of tbe throne,dominion, 
and hingdome of Chriſt. Inthe third place, we are to cor fider , how 
we are co underſtand the cerme Sion in the Scriptures meaning,” In 
which we muſt minda doublereſpeA, firſt, as the term Sjow is re- 
ferred to the Churches eltate of regeneration in this preſear life, 
And ſecondly, as it isreferred cothe Churches cſtate of perteRtion- 
in thelife that is to come. In the firſt ſerſe the Propher /ſaiab ſpeaks 
of her, ch2p.2.3+ For out of Sion ſv4ll go forth a l:w,and the word of the 
Lord from Fernſalem. And again,chap. 40,9. O Sion that bringethgood 
tidings, O Fernſalem , that bringeth good tidiags, ſay, Behold your - 
Ged Solaith another Prophet, Out of Sion the perfetiion of beauty, 
God bath ſhined,Pſa.s5 0.2.cven (ſhined forth in theclear revelation of 
the trath and law of life,the covenant of grace, as the Apoitle faith,. 
Epb.3.10, The manifold wiſdome of God iz made known by the 
Church, which che holy Ghoſt calls r6e keepers of trmth, 1/ai.26, a- 
greeing withthe Apoſtles teſtimony in another place, Gal: 4. 26- 
But Fernſalem which is above,and from above, is free , and #5 the marher- 
of #5 all, Now inanother {enle, and in the ſecond confideration, - Je-- 
ruſalem,or Sion ſonamed, is to be underſtood of her perfetiion and 
glory,ber deliverance and ſaly tion as Tſai. 26. 1. In that day ſpall this 
Jong be ſung in the land of Iud ih, We bave a ftrong Ci'te, ſavation will 
God appeint for wail &+ Un 'warks, nothing ſþ:l enter therein but the t5 
teom nation that keepeth truths; &chele con be no otherburthe Sints 
of Ged. Indecd they only are therighreous &holy nation, a cb:ſen,rozal, 
bleſſed, peculiar reople, 1 Per. 2:9. And of theſe the Prophet Ezekie/ 
ſpeaks of, None uncirc tn ciſed in beart and fl. fo, ſhall enter \ini0+ this 
boly City, And l:is ts rec Citie, the glorious ar.dmagnificent. Taber+ 
nacle ſpoken of throughout the whole Seriptures; the apprehenfhow 
ard comemplaitono* which mikes another Prepher breakout ins 
to 2 raviſhed (piritua/l<xpreſſion, conſidering the exceedtog glory 
of h-r cocome,ot whom ic may bc ſaid in this preſenc-life, that-ſho 
flimbers,polſlefics weakneſſe, contempt, nakednedle in the fight of 
men,ſeeming to die, to be forſaken, defolate, troden down under 
feet, no man no more regarding her then the dirt unde: their _ 
An . 


- 
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And yer inthac morning of her Lords coming, fo :xcecdingly alte- 
red,beyondall compariſon,as makes the holy man,7ſs. 5 2, 1.make 
acclamatienin the words of admiration, Awake, 1wake, pat on thy 
ſtrengib,O Sion,put on thy beaxtifull garments,O Jeruſatens 1h2 boly (i- 
tie : for from benceforth there ſhal no mort come into thee the uncirenmei- 
ſed and the wnclean : for (faith he) bes Officers ſhall be peace, ani ber ex- 
attors righteouſnes, violence ſhall ng more be beard in thy land,waſting nor 
deſtr non within thy borders ; thou ſoait call tby walls ſalvation, and thy pe 
gates praiſe, 1ſai,60.17,18. Oh when can this ſtrength, theſe beautt- R 
full garments be injoyed by the faichtull, this ſeparation from the 
wicked, when ſhall the oppteffor,theftrong and violent, hacred of 
the wicked ccaſe, and waſting and deſtration be at an end, but at. 
the refurrc ion > And where can $7077 deliverance and glory be, 
bur in the world to come, in the new heavens and new earth ofthe 
Lords own making,and not of mans deviſing, wherein the righte- 
ous and righteouſneſſe ſhall be no longer a ſojourner and ſtranger, 
but aruler and a dweller? Bebold (faith the Lord) 1 create new hea 
vens aud anew earth, and the former ſal not be remembred, nor come into 
mind, Iſai, 60.17, The former are theſe preſent, that are defiledand 
po: Juted ; bur thoſe that the Lord hath promiſed ro make, ſhall 
lucceed the paſſing away anddeſolarion of theſe that arenow, and . 
ſhall remain forever unmoveable and unſhaken. And this ſhall he | 
doe at his ſrcond comming, in the day of the Lord, in theday of 
God, as the Prophet before declareth, and as here the Apottle teſti. ; 


fieth, 2 Per. 2411, 12, This is Sion inher glory, the holy citie, the ; 

new Jeruſalem, And Rev.21.1.2. when the beloved diſciple fawn | 
the Revelation of God, the promiſe of the new heavens, and the L 
new carth fulfilled,then in them he ſaw this citie,, this ehurch in 

her glory, prepared asa bride adorned, that is, beaurifully cloathed 


to marry w*® her husband:and the great voyce of the Lord declared 
it, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he wil dwel with them, 
and they ſhal be bis people, and God bimiſelf ſhal be with them, and be their 
God, And this is the accompliſhment ofthe covenant, the ſalvati- 
- - en of the whole houſe of Iſrae], when the Lord ſhall wipe away all 
reares from theireyes. Andrhat there ſhall be no more death, net- 
ther ſorrow nor crying , neither (hall there be any more pain : for 
the former things are pafſed away. And hee that ſateupon the 
throne ſaid, Behold, t make all things new, And be ſaid unto me write, 
for theſe words are true and fantbfull, Theſe true and faithſull my 
a 


has. 
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#0 the Lords Table. 


Gall ri bp in Jadgethent ap3init all ach Dlind Guides that reach 
their Ao Cer ag air the Bos letter of the yr fot th 


the 
word faith , this eſtate of the churches perfeQion hall bee 1 that 
time whet it ſhall be rhat there is ro death, for char (hatl be ſwal- 
lowed ap in viRtoty, yer they dare ro affirm to their dectived fol- 
lowers, that the glorious Citie is a fancie of their own frathing, 
even inchis lifs, while death as an enemie ra over theth,ſure- 
ly they cannot be (aſd to be bright tntn, bur blackmen, dirk-men, 


; 


n6 light niet), men of this world, 3nd riot of that to cone , rite int 
che fleſh, atidrive the ſpirit; for the new heaveris, and the new 
earth afecheinheritanice of the Safties, this new Jerufaltin is the 
City with fontidations, whoſe bnilder and maker is God, the betcer 
reſarreion, the promiſe, the heavenly —, that Abrabaw, 
Iſaac, and Ficoblookt for, azall the 6thet Partiirchs did, who when 
rhey wete it this world profeſſed thanſtives pilgrimes and ſtran- 
gers,25 all their fathers wete , Heb, 11. Now ds by this chat Hath 
been ſaid,it plainly appeates, thar a rtulritide of unwary teachers, 
have perverted the Scriptures, in applying them ro theit cartial com 
0 


celted meartings, And a8 chete; fo alk ocher Sctipitres they - 


dvealledge : for not tifl che Lords coming at the gerierall reſurre- 
ion, cart come the churches delivetatrice and (ay ation, thetiaves of 
refrefhirig from the preſence ofthe Lotd. And this Do@trine is ju« 
ſtibed by the teffithony of Gods Spirit, ſaying, Hee ball ſend Feſms 
which before wax preached utito you, whoms the beavenr miſt rective and 
comin watill the ringer of — all chings, which God batb ſpoken 
by the wourh of all bir boty Prophets finet the world began, As 3.19, 
20,21, Heare all you that have learned to ſpeak contrafy to rhe 
truth, the words and meaning of the holy M. fſengers and Prophets 
of God, andrepent, or elſe the Prophets themſelyes wil condemne 
you. And thet yon may know your 11di&ment, behold and heare 
what they fay further in evidence againſt your do@rines: For thus 
ſaith the Propher Zephany of the churches cfiate of the life rocome, 
o__ you affirm is meant of this life, The _ of Iſrael ( Gaith 
e)/b1ll not doe iniquity, nid ſpeak lies, heither ſoul a deceitfull tongue bee 
Ply 3 thesr i : for ad feed dnd lie don and none hall make 
them afrai1. Sing,O diughter of Sion, ſbout O Tſrae!.Me thinks it is the 


ſame our Lord faith, 1 will ſee you again, and wil turn your ſorrow inta. 


Joy,never again to loſe it, John 16, Andſothe Prophet goes on, Bee 
lad ans rejyce with all thy beart, O daughter of Jeruſalem, the Lord 
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b ah taken away thy judgemerss, he bath caſt omt thy enemies, the King if 
1jratl, parry. pre the midſt of thee, thou ſbalt not ſee jr any 
more, Zcph.3 13. Is not this the Lords return again to his church 
fof her everlaſting comfort? And of this return of our Lord, and 
deliverance of his church,are all other Scriptures to be underſtood, 
which yoo have menticned. Then and not before will: the Lord 
perform thar goodthing promiſed by Teremy, chap. 23. 14. af" 
the dayes come, ſaith the Lord, that I will perform that goad thing Thave 
promiſed to the bouſe of Iſrael, and the bouſe of Indah,,{n thoſe dayes 
aild at that time will 1 cauſe the branch of righteouſneſſe ts. grow up unto 
David, and he ſhall execute judgement and "ighteanſne ſe in the lind; 
in thoſe dayes ſhall Indlah be ſaved,and Teruſilem ſball devel ſafely, «And 
this is the name wherewith be ſhall be ca'l:d, T he Lord oxr Righteonſnes, 
Andin the day ofthe Lordsreturn to bis Citie, the Lambs wife, it ſhall 
be ſaid, T he Lordis here, Ezck, 4.8. 15,. But to leave theſe miſtakers: 
to their great miſtakingy, I will ſpeake one word to the blefſed ex. 
peRers,cthe ſonnes of Sox, the children of hope, Be comforted, 
beloved, for now itis but twenty dayes and the funerall day will: 
come of Babylon, the ſonnes of contuſion; and jt will hardly ex-, 
ceed fourty foure dayes more, but your bleffed expeRation will be: 
accompliſhed: for in the midnight of that day there ſhall be a; 
reat cry made, Behold the Bridegroome cometh,and then bleſſed 
Pride go our to mect him for evermore to enjoy him with unſpealc- - 
abiejoy,to whom be glory werld without end, Amen. Oy” 
Wherefore he that hath eyes let bimſec, and he that hacheares;. 
lethim heare ; and he thar hatch attained co a good heart, let him: 
underſtand. | TT 


